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leaving the Sultan alone and giving the Pashas time to reflect
on the advice already tendered by the Powers since the Con-
gress of Berlin, which he flattered himself had really laid the
foundation of lasting peace in Turkey.

I thanked Prince Bismarck for his friendly communication
and said that he had rightly interpreted our policy in regard to
the road to India and the maintenance of the political status
quo in Turkey, Asia and Egypt, but that we could never cease to
press for reforms in Turkey and for the improvement of the
condition of the Sultan's subjects, because we knew from
experience that if we ever relaxed our efforts the Ottoman
administration would become more corrupt and the condition
of the people more abject and hopeless than it was even now, as
he might learn for instance from our blue books on Armenia.

I therefore took this opportunity of renewing to him my
earnest appeal to Count Hatzfeldt that he would urge the Sultan
through his emissaries AH and Reschid to send without further
delay a governor-general to Armenia, with full powers to improve
the condition of the people as recommended by Lord Dufferin
and his colleagues.

Prince Bismarck . . . showed himself decidedly opposed to
interference and declined for his own part to worry the Sultan
by further pressure for improvements, which he maintained did
more harm than good. He could not but feel favourably im-
pressed, he said, by the tone and manner of Ali Nizam, a real
old soldier and a worthy representative of an old Anatolian
family of warriors who had served the Sultan and massacred the
Christians in the name of the Prophet for five centuries.

Young Reschid appeared very intelligent and the Sultan had
given proof of discrimination in selecting him to accompany Ali
Nizam to Berlin.

Prince Bismarck went on to say that the Sultan was a man of
character, who knew what he wanted, and how to be master in
his own house, and that eternally to lecture such a character was
tantamount to humiliating him before his servants and subjects
and alienating him from his true friends. To press for adminis-
trative reforms which the Turks had not the capacity to carry out,
being a military nation and nothing else, was simply playing the
Russian game and breaking up the Turkish Empire.

After some further conversation on other subjects I took my
leave of Prince Bismarck and in passing through his ante-
chamber saw that Reschid Pasha was already waiting to be
received.

The impression made on my mind by this conversation with